PORT NATAL

PORT OF SPAIN

the sheltered and picturesque Fair-
fax Harbour. There is regular sea
and air contact with Sydney.
When Japan attacked New
Guinea in the Second Great War,
Port Moresby was heavily attacked
from the air on Jan. 23," 1942, but
preparations for an amphibious
assault on the town and port were
upset by the U.S. naval victory of
the Coral Sea (q.v.). An overland
advance against the port from Buna
;md Gona was held in Sept. by Aus-
tralian troops when the Japanese
were only 32 m. from the town.
As Allied strength mounted, the
town became the advance base of
Australian forces in New Guinea.
Copper deposits occur near.

Port Natal. Harbour of Natal,
S. Africa. On it developed the
chief port of the colony, Dur-
ban, and the name is sometimes
used as a synonym for that city,
although strictly applying only to
its harbour.

Port Nolloth. Seaport of Nam-
aqualand, S. Africa. It is on the
N.W. coast of the Cape Province,
and is chiefly interested in the
shipping of copper, being the ter-
minus of the rly. line that runs to
the mines at Ookiep. It is also
visited by pleasure seekers, for
whom there is fishing. The climate
is very dry, water being brought in
tanks by the rly. from 5 m. inland.
Sea fogs are frequent, There is
regular steamer communication
with Cape Town.

Porto. Dist. of Portugal, in the
prov. of Douro Literal. Named
from its chief town, Porto (Eng.
Oporto), it is hilly in the E., level
by the coast, and is well served
by rly. Area, 880 sq. m. Pop.
(1950) 1,053,522.

Porto Alegre. City of Brazil,
capital of the state of Rio Grande
do Sul. At the convergence of
the Jacuhy and other navigable
rivers, near the N. end of Lagoa
dos Patos, 160 m. N.N.E. of Rio
Grande, it has a commodious har-
bour well provided with docks.
A large area of reclaimed land has
been used as a site for business
and residential buildings. It has
a cathedral, technical schools, and
government buildings; manufac-
tures food products, chemicals,
furniture, textiles ; exports beef
and pork, hides, tobacco, wool,
mate, beans, cereals, etc. An
active river trade is carried on
by steamer with the agricultural
N. part of the state, and with the
coal-producing area of Sao Jeroni-
mo to the S, It has several air-
ports. Ocean liners make it a port
of call. Pop. (1950) 375,049, about
15 p.c. of German extraction.

Porto Amelia. Settlement on
the shores of Pemba Bay, Mozam-
bique, about 120 m. N. of the port
of Mozambique. It was under the
administration of the Nyasa Com-
pany, and became in 1907 the
capital of the district. The town
was laid out by the Spilsbury
expedition in 1900. In 191">~16
Pemba Bay formed the base for
the operations of the Portuguese
against the Germans in German
East Africa.

Portobello. Watering-place of
Midlothian, Scotland, part of the
city of Edinburgh. It stands on
the Firth of Forth, 3 m. from Edin-
burgh proper, with a rly. station.
It is a popular seaside resort, and
has some manufactures. Porto-
bello was a separate burgh, with its
own provost and council, until
1896, when it was included in
Edinburgh. The name is supposed
to have been taken from a cottage
built here in 1742 by a sailor who
had taken part in the capture of
Porto Bello in 1739. See Edin-
burgh. Pop. 9,900.

Porto Bello. Seaport of Pana-
ma, on the N. side of the isthmus.
It stands on the Caribbean Sea, 24
m. N.E. of Colon. Once com-
mercially important, its prosperity
has declined. Drake, having died
at sea, was buried in the bay. The
port was taken by the British
under Vernon in 1739, when the
fortifications were demolished.
There are many famous ruins of its
earlier greatness, including those
of the fort, the cathedral, and the
treasury.

Porto Empedocle (formerly
Molo di Girgenti). Seaport of
Sicily, in the prov. of Agrigento. It
stands on the S. coast, 5 m. by rly.
S.W. of Girgenti, for which it is
the port. Here are large ware-
houses of the Girgenti sulphur and
corn merchants, who export great
quantities ot these commodities.
Pop. (1951) 15,910.

Porto Ferrajo OB POBTCKFER-
RAIO. Town of Italy, in the prov.
of Leghorn. It is the capital of the

island of Elba, and is on the S.
slopes of a citadel-crowned hill on
the N. coast of the island. Here are
two residences used by Napoleon
when in exile. W. of the town is a
large foundry. The lighthouse on
the hill is a well-known landmark.
There are good sea-bathing estab-
lishments, and here is maintained
one of the few maritime commands
left to the Italian navy after the
Second (treat War. Pop. (1951)
10,104. Ste Elba, illus.

Port of London Authority.
Corporate body, established by
Act of parliament in 1908 to eon-

Port of  London Authority,   iiead-
qcarters at Trinity Square, London

trol the tidal portion of the
Thames, from Teddington Lock to
the estuary, 69 m. in length. It
controls the five dock systems be-
tween London Bridge and Tilbury,
accommodating ships up to 40.000
tons, and covering over 4,000
acres. Ten members are ap-
pointed by the minister of Trans-
port, municipalities, and other
interested bodies, and 18 are
elected trienially by port users.
Revenue is derived from dues and
charges on ships entering and
leaving the port. The offices are at
Trinity Square, London, E.C.&

Port of Spain. Seaport of
Trinidad, British W. Indies, and
capital of the island. Situated on
the E. coast, facing the Gulf of

Port of Spain, Trinidad.    The government building known as tie Red House